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The Urdu alphabet is the right-to-left alphabet used for the Urdu language. It is 


a modification of the Persian alphabet known as Perso-Arabic, which is itself 


a derivative of the Arabic alphabet. The Urdu alphabet has up to 58 letters. 


With 39 basic letters and no distinct letter cases, the Urdu alphabet is typically 


written in the calligraphic Nasta ‘liq script, whereas Arabic is more commonly 


in the Naskh style. (from Wikipedia)and Omniglot 


X : Approximate equivalent 
Y : Equivalent with diacritic 


Click here to view the Semitic mapping. 
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71۹708 3 FF ch IT HA ۹81 UT he Us TAs IST Sd cb AT dd 
315۹15 8۹ TIT A HX TUT AR Ka 3TU AN ۳د‎ TAS .ہب‎ Hu eng Uu 
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Font 


The font used is Noto Sans Nastaliq Urdu, which can be downloaded from 


here. 


Notes 


For general character mapping notes, please refer to Script Matrix . 


Urdu is an abjad. It amounts to short-vowels being not written and /v/ and 
/y/ also denoting long vowels. (The following assumes the consonants 
have an inherent /a/ like Indic scripts for illustration.). In the absense of 


short vowels, /ava/ can stand for /va/, /ü/, /o/ or /au/, /aya/ can stand for 
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/ya/, /1/, /e/ or /ai/. On the same note /kava/ could be /kava/, /kü/, /ko/, 


/kau/ and /kaya/ could be /kaya/, /ki/, /ke/ or /kai/, Thus /kayarala/ 
probably should be read /kerala/ and /hayadarabad/ as /haid arabac : 
Additionally, the short-vowels (i/u) have to be guessed by ۲۶۳ = 
North-Indic scripts, the Schwa deletion is also not shown explicitly. ideally, 
/urdü/ should be written as / 535l/ but it is often written as / ردر‎ / (aradava). 
One should know that the first vowel is a short /u/, the schwa /a/ in r is 


deleted, and /va/ in this case denotes /ü/. Thus giving the reading 
a“radtava}". /ux/ (mayam) must be read mfaya}em /mem/, / /ہندوستان‎ 


(hanadavasatana) is read halnad(ava)!satàna /hindüstàn/. 


Aksharamukha approximates the Arabic-specific consonants to their 
nearest Indic counterparts and Hamza is shown with an underscore. Ayin 


is mapped to /a/. Fathatan becomes just an /n/. 


If your Urdu text does not show vowel marks, please select the 
appropriate option to get the proper output. In this way, Aksharamukha 
assumes all consonants have an inherent /a/ and the Mater Lectionis i.e. 
/v/ and /y/ are rendered as consonants. The reader has to guess the 


appropriate reading based on context (as shown above). 


Related Links 


1. https://r12a.github.io/scripts/arabic/urdu 


8/8 


10/16/22, 10:06 PM 


XA 


HOOF Bee FF 


https://aksharamukha.appspot.com/describe/Urdu 


Converter 


Input (IME) 


Scripts Info 
Indic Matrix 
Semitic Matrix 
Indic Roman 
Semitic Roman 


Sample Texts 


Technical 
Download 
About 


Other Tools 


w 


Aksharamukha 


U rd لا‎ Guide Script 


Devanagari v 


The Urdu alphabet is the right-to-left alphabet used for the Urdu language. It is 
a modification of the Persian alphabet known as Perso-Arabic, which is itself 
a derivative of the Arabic alphabet. The Urdu alphabet has up to 58 letters. 
With 39 basic letters and no distinct letter cases, the Urdu alphabet is typically 
written in the calligraphic Nasta ‘liq script, whereas Arabic is more commonly 
in the Naskh style. (from Wikipedia)and Omniglot 
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